Educatiotial Values
some science; some art (mainly literature of course), some
provision for recreation; some moral education; and so on.
And it will be found that a large part of current agitation
about schools is concerned with clamor and controversy about
the due meed of recognition to be given to each of these in-
terests, and with struggles to secure for each its due share in
the course of study; or, if this does not seem feasible in the
existing school system, then to secure a new and separate
kind of schooling to meet the need. In the multitude of
educations education is forgotten.
The obvious outcome is congestion of the course of study,
over-pressure and distraction of pupils, and a narrow speciali-
zation fatal to the very idea of education. But these bad
results usually lead to more of the same sort of thing as a
remedy. When it is perceived that after all the requirements
of a full life experience are not met, the deficiency is not laid
to the isolation and narrowness of the teaching of the existing
subjects, and this recognition made the basis of reorganization
of the system. No, the lack is something to be made up for
by the introduction of still another study, or, if necessary,
another kind of school. And as a rule those who object to
the resulting overcrowding and consequent superficiality and
distraction, usually also have recourse to a merely quantitative
criterion: the remedy is to cut off a great many studies as
fads and frills, and return to the good old curriculum of the
three R's in elementary education and the equally good and
equally old-fashioned curriculum of the classics and mathe-
matics in higher education.
The situation has, of course, its historic explanation.
Various epochs of the past have had their own characteristic
struggles and interests. Each of these great epochs has left
behind itself a kind of cultural deposit, like a geologic stratum.
These deposits have found their way into educational insti-
tutions in the form of studies, distinct courses of study, dis-
tinct types of schools. With the rapid change of political,

